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A Glimpse in the Field of Soil Science
by: Socorro Atendido

What comes to mind when you hear the word “science”? Boring and difficult? Or
interesting and exciting? How about the soil? You may have heard of farmers. They are
the people who make use of the soil to produce crops. But have you ever heard of people
studying the soil? They are the soil scientists, and | am one of them.

Soil science is the study of soil in different aspects: physics, chemistry, biology,
mineralogy, fertility, genesis and classification, survey and technology. Though there are
different branches, soil science has a holistic approach. So even if one chose Chemistry,
like | did, knowledge about the other fields will also be gained. Soil scientists need good
observation skills to be able to analyze and determine the characteristics of different
types of soils. They work in a variety of activities that apply soil science knowledge like
conducting general and detailed soil survey, recommending soil management programs,
doing research in public or private research institutions, writing technical papers, and so
on. The list of what soil scientists can do are numerous.

So, what kind of people become soil scientists? Those who possess the love of
science, enjoy working outdoors, and like to find answers to questions and solutions to
problems in agricultural and environmental settings, will most likely major in soil science.
If you feel like you have the desire to be an integral part of decision making in
environmental issues in relation to soil conservation, land use, water quality and waste
management. Soil Science may be the career for you. Why don’t you try it?




