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People use a crosswalk near Tokyo Station during the morning commute on April 13.
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Many go to work wearing masks
despite Abe’s call for telework

With face masks on, many Japa-
nese headed to work as usual April
13, the first business day since
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe called
for a 70% reduction in commuters
to curb new coronavirus infections.

Some workers voiced difficulty
in following Abe’s request due to
the nature of their jobs. Others said
they could not do everything at
home even as teleworking had grad-
ually become part of their everyday
life nearly a week after a state of
emergency was declared for Tokyo

and six other prefectures in Japan.

Tokyo’s JR Shimbashi Station,
normally bustling with business-
people, was quieter than usual.

“I'm aware of the 70% cut (in
commuting), but I can’t take time
off from work,” said a 69-year-old
man who is in the medical field.

A 58-year-old, whose job in-
volves purchasing goods for super-
markets, said, “I’ve been telework-
ing recently, and I go outside when
I have no other choice.”

Japan has been battling to stem a

further surge in coronavirus infec-
tions, with people in the prefec-
tures covered by the emergency
declaration asked to avoid nones-
sential outings.

Tokyo confirmed 91 additional
cases of new coronavirus infections
on April 13, bringing the total to
2,158 in the capital, which has a
population of about 14 million.

To lift the state of emergency on
May 6, Abe has said people need to
reduce contact with others by as
much as 80%. (Kyodo) x*+
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Q.1 Did every commuter follow Abe’s request?

Q.2 What made it difficult for some workers to stay home?

Q.3 Can you stay at home to keep away from coronavirus infections?

Q.4 How have you been while you have no school?
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ixfl 4 What makes you happy in a coronavirus world? Answer in English.
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